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7 Disadvantaged San Francisco Schools’ Gains Soar Above Edison’s

Edison Schools Inc. has touted achievement gains by students at its San Francisco Edison Charter Academy
(ECA). But an analysis of San Francisco district schools’ test scores reveals that Edison Charter Academy’s gains
since spring 1998,  the first  year of privatization, h ave been eclipsed by gains a t seven other low-performing district
schools with similar  student populations.

ECA, managed by controversial, for-profit Edison Schools Inc. of New York, was privatized amid acrimonious
community debate and charges of corruption and unaccountability. Since privatization, the student population has
changed significantly, with fewer economically disadvantaged, special-education and limited-English students and
a far lower percentage of African-American students. Edison is also accused in San  Francisco and other districts of
“counseling out” challenging and costly-to-educate students, especially African-American boys. 

With  its revamped student demographics, ECA posted a 29 percen t gain (averaged over all grades) in math from
1998 to 2001. But seven other low-performing schools soared above ECA’s math gains - with no change in
enrollment setups,  accusations of purging challenging students or divisive community controversy. Gains posted
were as follows: Bret Harte Elementary 60.8 percent, Bryant Elementary 48 percent, Leonard R. Flynn Elementary
57.8 percent, Golden Gate Elementary 60 percent, Malcolm X Academy 114 percent, Sanchez Elementary 56.6
percent and Star r King Elementary 121.5 percent. (Demogr aphics,  test-score information and sources are given
below.)

ECA also posted a 29 percent gain in reading from 1998 to 2001. Other schools’ reading gains were as follows:
Bret Harte 61.25 percent, Golden Gate 40.7 percent, Malcolm X 107 percent, Starr King 56.3 percent, Bryant 23
percent, Flynn 14.4 percent and Sanchez 29.5 percent. 

The San Francisco school board voted last  spring to begin the process of revoking its Edison Schools contract
because of numerous problems with the company and the contract. In a June compromise, the San  Francisco
contract was ended and the California state Board of Education agreed to charter the school. The agreement
released the district from its obligation to provide many free administrative services to Edison on top of providing
the school with the full funding per student. The former contract had meant Edison received significantly more
district resources than other dist rict schools. Edison also agreed to pay rent for the district-owned site it occupies,
which had previously been provided rent-free.

Edison contracts have also been ended in Sherman and San Antonio, Texas; Goldsboro, N.C.; and Lansing, Mich.
An Edison contract in Minneapolis will be canceled at the end of the current school year. Many districts
nationwide report problems with Edison Schools, including high costs, low performance, poor accountability and
other difficulties.

##

All statistics from the California Department of Education
Demographics for referenced San Francisco schools:

Economically disadvantaged students (as determined by the percentage qualifying for
free/reduced-price lunch):
Edison 70%
Bret Harte 85%
Bryant 82%
Flynn 83%
Golden Gate 84%



Malcolm X 84%
Sanchez 83%
Starr King 84%

English-language learners
Edison 37%
Bret Harte 26%
Bryant 59%
Flynn 47%
Golden Gate 52%
Malcolm X 9%
Sanchez 48%
Starr King 34%

African-American/Latino students
Edison 30%/53%
Bret Harte 50%/29%
Bryant 7%/64%
Flynn 22%/57%
Golden Gate 37%/24%
Malcolm X 59%/4%
Sanchez 27%/54%
Starr King 41%/38%
 
Edison Charter Academy and San Francisco Unified School District test scores:
(links at end)

Edison Charter  Academy compared with San Francisco Unified School District averages
Spring 2001 STAR test  scores
National percentile ranking for average student score

2nd-grade reading
Edison 22 SFUSD 53

2nd-grade math
Edison 24 SFUSD 61

3rd-grade reading 
Edison 23 SFUSD 47

3rd-grade math
Edison 35 SFUSD 62

4th-grade reading 
Edison 29 SFUSD 51

4th-grade math
Edison 36 SFUSD 58

5th-grade reading
Edison 28 SFUSD 47



5th-grade math
Edison 38 SFUSD 61

Percentage changes in STAR test results from spring 2000 to spring 2001
Edison Charter  Academy and San  Francisco Unified School Distr ict
Spring 2001 score (spring 2000 score) and percentage change
National percentile ranking for average student score

2nd-grade  reading
SFUSD 53 (was 56); drop of 5%
Edison  22 (was 33); drop of 33%

2nd-grade math
SFUSD 61 (was 65); drop of 6%
Edison 24 (was 57); drop of 58%

3rd-grade reading
SFUSD 47 (was 46); gain of 2%
Edison 23 (was 28); drop of 18%

3rd-grade math
SFUSD 62 (was 62); no change
Edison  35 (was 41); drop of 14%
 
4th-grade reading
SFUSD 51 (was 51); no change
Edison 29 (was 30); drop of 3%

4th-grade math
SFUSD 58 (was 56); gain of 3.5%
Edison 36 (was 32); gain of 12%

5th-grade reading
SFUSD 47 (was 47); no change
Edison  28 (was 35); drop of 20%

5th-grade math
SFUSD  61 (was 59); gain of 3.4%
Edison  38 (was 49); drop of 22%

Edison Char ter Academy spring 2001 STAR test scores:
http://star.cde.ca.gov/star2001/reports/38/68478000/6040935158/01.html

Edison Char ter Academy spring 2000 STAR test scores:
http://star.cde.ca.gov/star2000f/reports/38/68478000/6040935158/01.html
San Francisco Unified School District spring 2001 STAR test scores:
http://star.cde.ca.gov/star2001/reports/38/68478000/01.html

San Francisco Unified School District spring 2000 STAR test scores
http://star.cde.ca.gov/star2000f/reports/38/68478000/01.html


