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2001 Test Scores Drop at San Francisco’s For-Profit Edison School

Newly released spring 2001 STAR test scores for San Francisco’s controversial, for-profit
Edison Charter Academy show declines from the previous year in nearly every category. The
school’s test scores continue to fall far below districtwide averages.

By contrast, San Francisco districtwide test scores, despite rumors of declines, maintained
gains made in previous years and in some cases posted increases. Only second-grade scores
dropped districtwide, by 5 percent in reading and 6 percent in math. However, Edison Charter
Academy (ECA) second-grade scores dropped by 33 percent in reading and 58 percent in
math. (All figures shown below.)

Comparisons between ECA scores and districtwide scores follow months of publicity by New
York-based Edison Schools claiming superior gains and implying superior performance to San
Francisco districtwide schools.  ECA students scored significantly below districtwide students
in every category both in spring 2000 and in the newly released spring 2001 results.

ECA also showed an overall drop in the number of students scoring at or above the national
average (50th percentile). Fewer than 24 percent of Edison students scored at or above the
national average in reading in 2001, down from 32 percent in 2000. Fewer than 32 percent of
Edison students scored at or above the national average in math in 2001, down from 42.5
percent in 2000.

The San Francisco Unified School District severed ties with Edison Schools under a
compromise reached in June, after the district accused the company of violating its charter and
moved to revoke the contract. The agreement -- reached after Edison waged an aggressive
legal, public-relations and political-lobbying battle - allowed Edison to seek a charter from the
California state Board of Education. 
##

Edison Charter Academy and San Francisco Unified School District test scores:
(links at end)

Edison Charter Academy
Spring 2001 STAR test  scores
National percentile ranking for average student score
(with comparison to spr ing 2000 scores)

2nd grade reading: 22 (was 33); drop of 33%
2nd grade math: 24 (was 57); drop of 58%
 
3rd grade reading: 23 (was 28); drop of 18%
3rd grade math: 35 (was 41); drop of 14%
 
4th grade reading: 29 (was 30); drop of 3%
4th grade math: 36 (was 32); gain of 12%
 
5th grade reading: 28 (was 35); drop of 20%
5th grade math: 38 (was 49); drop of 22%



:

San Francisco Unified School District
Spring 2001 STAR test  scores
National percentile ranking for average student score
(with comparison to spr ing 2000 scores)

SFUSD STAR scores:
2nd grade reading: 53 (was 56); drop of 5%
2nd grade math: 61 (was 65); drop of 6%
 
3rd grade reading: 47 (was 46); gain of 2%
3rd grade math: 62 (was 62); no change
 
4th grade reading: 51 (was 51); no change
4th grade math: 58 (was 56); gain of 3.5%
 
5th grade reading: 47 (was 47); no change
5th grade math: 61 (was 59); gain of 3.4%
 
 Edison Char ter Academy spring 2001 STAR test scores:
http://star.cde.ca.gov/star2001/reports/38/68478000/6040935158/01.html
Edison Char ter Academy spring 2000 STAR test scores:
http://star.cde.ca.gov/star2000f/reports/38/68478000/6040935158/01.html
San Francisco Unified School District spring 2001 STAR test scores:
http://star.cde.ca.gov/star2001/indexes/38/68478000/index.html

San Francisco Unified School District spring 2000 STAR test scores
http://star.cde.ca.gov/star2000f/reports/38/68478000/01.html


